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rich to seek the rich. Money became the measure
of virtue, and marriages were looked upon simply
as opportunities to create "dynastic alliances," Iron
magnates married themselves to iron magnates and
industrialists married industrialists. But Ganga Ram
was not to be tempted in such a way. In a letter to-
Raja Jawala Prasad he writes: "One Raja... of the-
great firm of Raja.... multi-millionaires of Bombay
sent his munim to Lahore. The munim was very
anxious to see Hari Ram's children (his third son)
but they were out and I did not encourage him tel-
ling him that I was not inclined to give my daughter
to such a rich family, and to such a distance as
Bombay."

Jawala Prasad, of all his friends, knew the most
about him and was consulted in every enterprise he
undertook. "There is a scheme of irrigation here"'
wrote Ganga Ram, " to cost sixty lacs, to make one
crore for certain. I want to consult you about the-
propriety of taking it." It is interesting to remember"
that this is the same Jawala Prasad whose very
appearance as a young man on the scene of the-
Darbar had thrown him into an ugly temper!

Their acquaintance dated to a still earlier day;,
" I first saw Sir Ganga Ram in 1896 at Meerut, where
he went on behalf of the Vaish Conference. The
only impression left on my mind on this occasion
was that he had a beard and that his speech was in-
audible. This contact was remote and format?
Hi$ interest in social reform thus dates